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Introduction
Hello, and welcome to the 2014 NALSWD Annual Conference! We are so glad you could join us for an amazing weekend where we will celebrate our differences and work together to foster strong relationships within the disability and legal community. Our primary focus is on presenting you with important information and advice regarding employment, advocacy, and civil rights. No matter your legal interests, we hope to provide a variety of discussion panels and networking opportunities from leaders and experts in their fields.

Please feel free to contact president@nalswd.org with any questions you have.
When and Where

Friday, March 14:

Reception at the DC Microsoft Office

5404 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 700 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815  

Phone: (301) 771-8000
Saturday, March 15, 2014
American University Washington College of Law in Washington DC
4801 Massachusetts Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20016
Travel to Washington, D.C.

The 2014 Conference will be held at American University Washington College of Law. We encourage you to book your flights through one of DC’s two airports, Reagan National Airport (link: Reagan National Airport) or Washington Dulles International Airport (link: Dulles International Airport). Flights through Baltimore-Washington International Airport (BWI) (link: Baltimore Washington International) are generally less expensive.  However, those require an additional train ride into DC’s Union Station via AMTRAK (link: AMTRAK). 
Getting to American University Washington College of Law
The Washington College of Law is located at 4801 Massachusetts Avenue in the upper northwest section of Washington, D.C. Please note that this is about five city blocks west from the main American University campus. Visitors arriving from inside or outside the city may follow the directions presented at the link below.
http://library.wcl.american.edu/gettinghere.cfm
Lodging
Below is a link to a list of hotels near the law school. When making your reservation, inquire about any special American University visitor rates that may apply.
http://www.wcl.american.edu/admiss/lodging.cfm
Booking online will get you the better price for rooms, but make sure to call and check on accessible room availability beforehand. 

Hotel Accommodation Checklist: If you need lodging accommodations, refer to the following. 

Will you need…?

A roll-in shower?

An assistive alarm clock?

A shower with grab bars?

Easy access to service animal relief area?

IMPORTANT: You MUST request hotel accommodations directly from the hotel when you make your reservation. 

Note: Feel free to start discussions on the NALSWD Facebook Page regarding roommate searches. 

Transportation within Washington, D.C.

Public transportation in D.C. consists of buses and a subway system. You can learn more about public transportation generally at  http://www.wmata.com/. You can read about Metro accessibility features at http://www.wmata.com/accessibility/. Every subway station in the Metro system has elevators. To check elevator operating status, you can visit http://www.wmata.com/rider_tools/metro_service_status/elevator_escalator.cfm or create an account at https://elstat.wmata.com/, a system which will send elevator in/out of service updates to your email account and/or phone. If you have a smartphone, you should know that there are a multitude of free “apps” on transportation in D.C. available. 

The Washington, D.C. Taxi and Limousine Commission provides 20 wheelchair-accessible yellow cabs through two different cab companies. You can read more about these accessible cabs, and find phone numbers for the two companies at http://www.dcyellowcab.com/wheelchaircabs/. In addition to the standard cabs which Yellow Cab provides, you can find other standard yellow cab options at http://www.yelp.com/search?find_desc=cab+companies&find_loc=Washington%2C+DC, for instance. As a point of interest, a new company, Uber, is a black car service that allows you to call its cabs via text message. See https://www.uber.com/. However, this company does not have wheelchair-accessible vehicles.  
Navigating the Conference Space

The Conference is going to be held in room 603 at American University Washington College of Law. Registration will be right outside room 603. All addresses and panels will take place in room 603, and meals will be available right outside room 603 as well, so there is no need to worry about moving from room to room. 

The main entrance to the law school is at 4801 Massachusetts Avenue, NW- Washington, DC 20016. 

Meals

A catered breakfast will be provided on Saturday and a catered lunch will be provided on Saturday. Food options will take into account dietary restrictions that are included in your conference registration.

Tentative Agenda for the 7th Annual NALSWD Conference
(Please check back for updates as events are confirmed)

FRIDAY MARCH 14

5:00 – 7:00    

Reception at the DC Microsoft Office
5404 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 700 

Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815  

Phone: (301) 771-8000
SATURDAY MARCH 15

8:15 – 9:00    

Breakfast and Registration

9:00 – 9:30    

Welcoming Remarks given by Rebecca Bond

9:30 – 10:30    

Panel 1:  Employment Disclosure: (The Sea Glass Group) Speakers will 
discuss when, how, and why to disclose your disability in the context of 
employment as well as tips for successful self-advocacy for on the job 
accommodations.

10:30 – 10:45    
Break

10:45 – 11:45    

Panel 2:  Bar Accommodations (Jason Turkish, Dan Goldstein, Tovah 
Miller, Barbara Kornblau, and Lewis Bossing) Speakers will include Disability Rights lawyers to outline the process of getting accommodations for the bar. 
12:00 – 1:00    

Lunch

1:00 – 2:00   

Panel 3:  Updates in Disability Law and Policy: (Ari Ne’eman, Mark 
Perriello, Mark Charmatz, Paula Pearlman, Jasmine Harris).  Leading 
lawyers with disabilities who are involved in shaping policy will be 
discussing their experiences in DC.

2:00 – 2:15    

Break

2:15 – 3:15    

Panel 4:  Employment in both Private and Public Sectors: (Brette 
Steele, Mazen M. Basrawi, Kareem Dale, Judge Daniel Andrews, Anna Bitencourt Emilio).  Our panelists will be lawyers with disabilities who have taken advantage of the opportunities the ADA opened up to successfully pursue a wide variety of legal career paths. 

3:15 – 3:30

Break

3:30-4:30

Panel 5: Government Hiring: (Allison Nichol, Janice Ta, Day Al-

Mohamed, Mildred A. Rivera-Rau, Stephanie Enyart). Lawyers with disabilities involved in government hiring will discuss tips and policies regarding working for the government.
4:30-4:45

Break

4:45 – 5:15    

Key Note Speech:
Howard Rosenblum

5:15 – 6:00    

Beer, Wine and Cheese Reception with Local Young Legal 




Professionals with Disabilities
